
ACER Certificate in Reading
Sample Question

Reading Level 1
Critique and Review

Explanation
This question requires students to reflect on the language and 
form of the text to identify its purpose. Phrases such as ‘Meet 
chuckles’, ‘Come and say hi’ and ‘See the latest movies’ are 
written in the imperative mood – the grammatical construction 
that communicates orders and requests. The text layout includes 
images (a bird and some stars) and large, bold typeface intended 
to attract attention. There is a ‘detachable’ coupon in the upper-
right corner. These elements make this text recognisable as an 
advertising flyer. Once the student has identifi ed that the text is 
an advertisement, the purpose of the text and the correct answer 
becomes clear: the text is intended to encourage people to visit 
the Shopping Centre to participate in the activities.

Text complexity
This text is a promotional flyer for school holiday activities 
at a shopping mall, something that is likely familiar to any 
student from an urban area. There are multiple sections that 
are separated by a variety of styles of borders. Information is 
conveyed concisely while keeping an energetic tone, intending to 
persuade readers. The vocabulary is unlikely to add signifi cant 
complexity for students performing at this level, though the term 
‘Shopping Centre’ may be unfamiliar depending on the variety of 
English learned and used by the student.

The main purpose of the information is to persuade 
people to 

A have fun in the holidays.
B come to the shopping centre.
C improve their fi tness by being active.
D choose carefully between the activities.
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