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Explanation
This question requires students to identify where one idea is a 
generalised version of another.  The relevant part of the text is 
found in the second paragraph, and can be identifi ed by matching 
the words ‘secret note’ to the words in the question:

It’s the same story with the girls behind me; they say my name 
and pass me secret notes of encouragement.

The explicit information in the text is that Mali was passed 
encouraging notes by her class mates. This is the idea that the 
student has to recognise. In the question, four possible notes are 
given as the options, but only one of them in encouraging. The 
text contains the general idea, and the correct answer is a specifi c 
case of exactly the same idea.

Text complexity
This text is a narrative with many familiar aspects: the fi rst part 
of the narrative is a conversation before school between the 
main character and her grandmother who makes her breakfast. 
The second part of the text takes place in a school context, 
with the main character worrying about an audition for a school 
performance.

The complexity of the text come in part from a low level of 
subtlety in implying the main character’s emotions and attitudes, 
as well as some potentially unfamiliar vocabulary. The main 
character is alternately worried and determined, and these states 
of mind are conveyed in her actions and speech rather than 
through explicit statements. The vocabulary includes a regional 
food ‘roti’ that might distract some students, though it is defi ned 
in the text in the phrase ‘roti bread’ and is not a signifi cant part 
of the story. The rest of the vocabulary items are appropriate 
for this level of diffi culty, and include hard words like ‘sneering’, 
‘encouragement’, and ‘gathered’.

Which of these statements was most likely written on a 
secret note given to Mali?

A Mali is a little no-one.
B Good luck in the audition.
C Meet me in the hall at lunchtime.
D Taeng is the school’s glamour girl.

Answer: B. Good luck in the audition.

Mali


