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Explanation
This question requires students to locate and recognises a 
reworded version of information in the text, while dealing with 
ambiguity. The relevant part of the text is located in the fi rst 
paragraph: ‘The root can be dried, roasted, ground and used as 
a substitute for instant coffee.’ The sentence can potentially be 
misinterpreted as four different ways of using the root, instead of 
a sequence of processes. The key for the student is to recognise 
that the writer’s choice to use the conjunctive ‘and’ instead of the 
disjunctive ‘or’, helps to resolve the ambiguity.

Once the any ambiguity is resolved, the student has to equate 
‘dried, roasted, [and] ground’ with ‘powdered’. This relies on the 
student’s familiarity with ‘powder’ as a verb, but this level of 
vocabulary knowledge is expected for students performing at this 
level.

In addition, there is low-level competing information from the 
uses of the other parts of the plant in the same paragraph. 
However, at Band 12, this type of competing information is 
unlikely to signifi cantly contribute to the question’s diffi culty.

Text complexity
There are familiar aspects to this text along with substantial 
complexities. There are two sections with familiar structures: 
a prose information section, and a recipe. However, there is 
no transition between the sections, and understanding the link 
between them requires linking explicit information between the 
two texts that is not in a prominent position.

Dandelions may not be a familiar plant, or a student may know 
the plant by a different name. Even if the student knows the plant, 
eating it may be new, unfamiliar information. There is also some 
vocabulary that may be unfamiliar, for example: ‘foraging’ and 
‘foragers’, ‘forebears’, ‘taste buds’, ‘fritter’, or ‘leach’.  Unfamiliar 
content and vocabulary add to the complexity of texts at this 
level.

According to the text, how is the dandelion root used?
A It is grated to make a salad.
B It is powdered to make a drink.
C It is boiled to make a soup.
D It is fried to make fritters.

Answer: B. It is powdered to make a drink.
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The key information to answer this question appears in a note 
below the information section of the text:

Note: Be careful where you pick dandelions to eat. Do not pick 
dandelions that have been sprayed with weed killer or that are 
growing on roadsides or in polluted areas.

The complexity comes from the student having to deal 
with extensive competing information because the relevant 
information is not in a prominent location. Notes might be 
overlooked when scanning a text because their function is often 
to provide extra information or clarifi cation rather than main 
ideas. Students may focus on scanning the main text for the 
information. Not only will they be unsuccessful in locating the 
answer there, they will also fi nd only competing information.

Depending on the student, the vocabulary may also add some 
complexity, however, matching ‘weed killer’ and ‘pollution’ to 
‘chemicals’ is a level of complexity consistent with this Band.

Text complexity
There are familiar aspects to this text along with substantial 
complexities. There are two sections with familiar structures: 
a prose information section, and a recipe. However, there is 
no transition between the sections, and understanding the link 
between them requires linking explicit information between the 
two texts that is not in a prominent position.

Dandelions may not be a familiar plant, or a student may know 
the plant by a different name. Even if the student knows the plant, 
eating it may be new, unfamiliar information. There is also some 
vocabulary that may be unfamiliar, for example: ‘foraging’ and 
‘foragers’, ‘forebears’, ‘taste buds’, ‘fritter’, or ‘leach’.  Unfamiliar 
content and vocabulary add to the complexity of texts at this 
level.

According to the text, what is one problem with eating 
dandelions today?
A Too much potassium is not good for you.
B Too many people are allergic to dandelions.
C Some dandelions are exposed to chemicals.
D Some types of dandelions are poisonous.

Answer: C. Some dandelions are exposed to chemicals.
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