
PIRLS 2021 participants

Australian Council for Educational Research

57
countries

5,487
Australian students

400,000
students worldwide

281
Australian schools

PIRLS is an international assessment 
of Year 4 students that measures how 

effective countries are in teaching 
reading literacy.

What is PIRLS?

Source: Australia’s results from PIRLS 2021, by Kylie Hillman, Elizabeth O’Grady, Sima Rodrigues, 
Marina Schmid and Sue Thomson, ACER (2023). Available from www.acer.org/pirls

 PIRLS 2021 infographic by the Australian Council for Educational Research is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

International comparisons
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Performed at a higher level than Australia

Performed at a similar level to Australia

Performed at a lower level than Australia

Country’s mean score was higher than Australia’s

Country’s mean score was similar to Australia’s

Country’s mean score was lower than Australia’s

Students achieving PIRLS Intermediate benchmark
(Australia’s proficient standard)

Achievement trends
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*Lines between 2016 and 2021 are 
dashed due to differences in the timing 
of the PIRLS 2021 assessment.
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A snapshot of Australia’s achievement in the 2021 Progress in International Reading Literacy Study

Australia’s results from

PIRLS 2021


