
Australian students reported a high level of support from their teachers, 
similar to students in New Zealand, Singapore and Finland, and at a level 
above the OECD average. 

PISA measures 15-year-olds’ reading, mathematical and scientific literacy achievement, and also looks 
at student background, attitudes and school factors, and how these are related to student performance.

Parents who volunteered in physical 
or extra-curricular activities (%)

Reported arriving late for school Students lacking respect for teachers

Student use of alcohol or drugs Students intimidating or bullying other students

PISA 2018 participants

What is PISA?

Australian Council for Educational Research

Parents

Belief in their own ability (self-efficacy)

It was clear that the teacher likes to deal with the topic of the lesson.

The teacher showed enjoyment in teaching.

The teacher gives extra help when students need it.

The teacher shows an interest in every student's learning.

It was clear to me that the teacher liked teaching us.
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Source: PISA 2018: Reporting Australia’s Results. Volume II Student and School Characteristics by Sue Thomson, 
Lisa De Bortoli, Catherine Underwood and Marina Schmid (ACER). Available at www.acer.org/au/pisa
 PISA 2018 infographic by Australian Council for Educational Research is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

A snapshot of Australian student and school characteristics 
measured by the 2018 Programme for International Student Assessment

 PISA 2018

23% 30%

2012 2018

4% 11%

2012 2018

19% 23%

2012 2018

Student lateness and behaviour hindering learning increased

Parents who discussed their 
child’s progress with a teacher 
on their own initiative

I usually manage one way or another.

I feel proud that I have accomplished things.

When I’m in a difficult situation, 
I can usually find my way out of it.

I feel that I can handle many things at a time.

My belief in myself gets me through hard times. 67%
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